ntinued from Page Three)

to it. The whole stretch
o clear till nearly midnight.”
ms gave his {nstructions to
n Patrick—a »watch on the
ay, any
from the mainland or at-
to leave the island. Pat-
jent, massive countryman,
stolid bulldog face, thrust
chin and 'modded. ' He
the sound ,~" his
ots loud on the rocks,
 others turned  toward the
, the light from its openrd
alling outward in a long

uare. -

occupants of the room heard
lookéd at one another.
ell, with clenched hands,
stood up, and the rest, like
in church who see a figure
and simultaneously follow its
ple, got-to their feet.

6 “three men entered and un-
the shadow of the gallery
“for.a moment surveying the
fing figures much as they
have looked at some spec-
arranged for their approval.
fett, with no precedent to guidé
walked toward his assoclates
lannounced:
adies and
Hes have come.
Mr. Williams.}
jey bowed and then, not know-
lwhat to do next,-subsided info
"seats, The men came for-
i moving to the long table,

gentlemen, the au-
Mr. Rawson

is pocket for a fountain pen
“paper and clearing a space for
taking of notes. " Rawson, sur-
Ing the seated assemblage, sald:
is the whole of your com-
dr. Bassett?”

he murder.

Wou saw them go?”

i Rawson.
through.
t, and the interrogation of Mrs,
pkes,
yed
had told Bassett.

ribed * her
hning to the edge of the Point,

ime from?” .

ap in the air.
gered along a
ent over." .

few steps and

eps? . A person makes a noise on now.. And if the rest of you

his rocky ground.”® es and gentlemen will refrain

Lol didn’t hear a thing.” ~ She ~:om  saying what you think” or

jed toward Rawson with hag- offering suggestions we'll get oni a
¥d insistence. "I couldn’t hear ?f):(‘l geﬂ‘:?lgkc:;'““ S

vas 8 T The B n Stokes, wh as

ything. I was stunned, M. g

asked me that and you al
think T

sett
eem  to
br tried to catch him. But I hadn'
hiyzed, not grasping what had hap
pened.”
“Mr,
n the rocks and tried
thody."” 5
“Oh, yes.
life.
and out on the
cotfid, g0.
on the current—her
dress all whx:-lc;l about.

Bassett says you went ou

rocks as

0 e Lead

one stopped who |,

re Williams sat down, fumbling

who were here at the time
Several of the€
rs nts left at five-|

and 'Joe Tracy, one Of the
pany, at a quarter to seven.”

_saw the first lot go. I didn’t
iPracy. © “Buf,” he looked at B
he, “this s his cister, Miss She staggered along a few steps
ey, She probably St and went over.
you, Miss Tracy v gaid “No, no, I keep telling you,” her
: z voice grew higher. “I never saw
voice was very low put { anybody. 1f anybody was there he

here were a few formalities to |
A general agreement’
the time of the murder—a few
hutes before seven—disposed of

the one eye-witness, fol—l
ke begon well, telling the story: y
When she | [t couldn’t have heen

first view of Sybil,

wson interrupted ‘with a  ques-

n: alraid. 1 was the only person out-
wras  sfic running fast, as if ide and it couldn’t have been me.”
tme was after her, as it she, She :cod vound on Rawson. “N
o frightened ™ I hody-could think-that.  Ask ther—

‘11 tell” you.”

“Yes, she was running fast, but

don’t know whether she was “That's not at all’ necessary, Mrs,
ghtened, I wasn't close enough | Stok Raws was mild and
see anything like that, and I vou'll tty to be
dn't have time to .see. Just as 1 o

s looking at her the shot came.”
“Did you notice the direction it

“No—it was like-a sort of loud
1 heard it and she

“Did you hear any sounds—foot-

ought " to have
eard the person—the murderer——

ny sense, 1 just stood there par-

to cateh theiof them he

Then I came back to
I ran down into the hollow
far as I
‘And she was going by
hair and her
Oh, God,

nady

why was I the one to see it

Stokes addressed. -her, his voice
low and urgen

“Flora, just try to answer qui-
otly.”

b 11
She pald no attention to him, her
eyes riveted on Rawson

“And then yeu came back to the'
house ?""

“Yes, but I stood there watching
her for a few minutes, I don't
know. how  long, desperate, not

Kknowing what to do. And then I
started to run back here and 1 fell
down. 1 suppose I was shaking so
and - the rocks were ‘slippery. 1
think I fell twice, but I don't know.
1 seemed to be half crazy.'

. “You saw or heard nothing on
your way back?’ - :

i

have heard me—I was screaming.”
, | She turned to the others. “Wasn't
' sereami: 2. -
Bassett confirmed her statement
and she weat on, her voice still
higher, the cords in her neck start-
ing ou 2
“Or course they hecard me and
hid—got out of the way. . Some
stranger. We were all in the house,
.l everybody herc'was’ in the_ house.
ny of them.”
Htokes half rose. “Flora—please!”
Sae turned violently on him.
“Why shouldn’t T say it? T'm not

| these people. The
!

she groancd

dtopping her
i tokes got up,
in the lamplight.”
“My wife's pretty well knocked
d :t, Mr. Rawson.”
Quite understandable, M:. Stokgs.
won't trouble her more

| vesy clear and composed.
tked about—down the~path to
' the pine wood and. round that end
¢ of the house. It -was absolutely
{ st and he had heard nobody. He
- | was not sure of the direction of the
vshot, as he had beeh reading a
¢! paper at the time. Like the rest
had had no suspicion of
~anything serious or, of .course, he
would have jnvestigated.
. Everybody else was in tho house,
Bassett . indicated - their positions,
pointing them ount as he explained
_their whereabouts.

Miss Saunders’ movements ~fol-

<

1§ Shine, somewhere round six-thirty,

_, | balcony.

"told they might retire to their

must have been hiding. They could

,

l
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fowed. ‘She had spent the earlier
part of the evening 'sitting on the
cliffs with Miss Tracy. Miss Tracy
had left her some time after six,
Miss Saunders saying she would
follow but wanted to see the end
of the sunset. No one had seen
her come back but she had bome
back, for shortly before seven Mrs.
Cornell had noticed her leaving the
house,

Mrs, Cornell, invested with the
grisly excitement of the hour, was
cager to tell what she knew. She
had been standing at the window
of her room, and she saw Sybil on
the path below passing the end of
the balcony. Mrs. Cornell was sur-
prised, for it was not far from sup-
per time and Sybil was gtill in her
Viola dress. She had not watched
her, but had gone back ‘to lock her
trunk.. Both she and Miss Pinkney
agreed that the shot had followed
soon after—about six or seven min-
utes, they thought. %
They diverged to the place of the
murder, the Point. The last per-
gon who had been there. was

though he couldn’t swear to the
time.
{en minutes, walking round, and’
had then gone up to the garden.
As far as he couldggee the place
was deserted. In -answer to the
question, had he seen any one on
his way back, he said he had seen
Mi. Stokes, readnig a paper on the

This ended the‘interrogations for
the time being. The company was

rooms. ~But they were to under-

stand that they were held. on Gull

Island for the present, no going off

on any pretext or holding commu-

nications with any one on the
inland. Al d Mr.

was emphatic—once in their rooms
they were to stay in them unféss
sent for by him. He did not want
any wandering about in the halls
or talking together.
They ' rose weariedly and pre-
pared to go. Stokes helped his wife
j her_ feet and Bassett edged be-

He'd stayed there perhaps |
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|to her. 5

twveen the chairs toward Anne.
“How are you?’ he murmured,
for her appearance shocked him.
“AN right. There’s nothing the
matter ‘with me."

“Try to get some rest.”

«will they want us any more
tonight?"

“I don't think so—not you, any-
way.” R

. Stokes -and Flora moved toward
the hall door, the woman limply
hanging on her husband’'s arm.
Rawson's voice arrested them: -

“Mr, and Mrs. Stokes, just wait
a minute. Where is your room or
rooms?"”

“We're together in a room on
this floor out in the hall here op-
posite the stairs.”

“I'd rather Mrs. Stokes went up
to the second floor.' He turned to
Bassett. “You have space up there,
1 suppose?”
‘“Space!”

It ‘came from Miss

Pinkney before Bassett had time to
answer—these hirelings of ‘the law
did not realize where they were.
“We've put up more people here
than ‘- you
flea-bitten

could get into one of

those hotels up- your

up there. You
help her.” .
#7lora turned stricken eyes on her
| husband. He said nothing, but very
cntly loosened her fingers on. his
m. ' They trailed away, Miss
i‘inkney stalking ahead. Mrs, Cor-
nell and Anne made their exit by
the opposite door. Both were silent
as they eclimbed the stairs. - Mrs.
Cornell’'s door opened and -closed
on her, and Anne fared on to hers
on the side stretchof the gallery.
She looked down into the lighted
rood, saw Shine move toward the
entrance, heard his voice, loud and
startled:
“Why, there's some one down by
the dock!”
The other men wheeled sharply,
on the alert. She stopped, head
bent, listening. 4
“patrick—the d—d fool.” It was
Wwilliams. = “Told to watch the
causeway and standing up there
like a lighthouse.”
“QOh, it's your man. I'll go down
and tell ‘him.” Shine wanted . to
help all he could before his retire-
]mam to the butler's bedroom. “He

I3
|

ought to be where he won’t show,
isn’t that 1t?”"

“Yes, tel] 'him to stow his carcass
somewhere out of sight. He ain't
there to advertise the fact he's
on guard.”

“If he gets in the shadow under
the roof of the boathouse,” said
Bassett, “he can command the
whole length of it and not be seen
from either side.”

“Phat's the dope. The neéck. of
the bottle’s the causeway, and it's
going to be corked good and tight
tonight.”
Anne's
sound.

The three men turned back from
the entrance, “Is that woman gone
upstairs yet?” Rawson murmured
to his assistant as Williams stepped
to the middle of the room and
watched the gallery. He continued
to wateh it till Flora and Miss
Pinkney appeared and finally were
shut away behind their several
doors, then he looked at Rawson
and nodded.

“Now,” said the district attorney
to Bassett, “I want you to show’
me where that pistol was.”

Bassett indicated the desk.

“In the third drawer of the desK.
Miss Pinkney is certain it was
there this morning.”

“And you' know it wasn't there
when you looked, after the shoot-
ing?" Rawson went to the desk as
he spoke. £

“1 can ‘swear it wasn't”

Rawson pulled out the drawer
and thrust in his hand.

“well, it's here now,”
and drew out(a revolver.

Hé held it toward them on his
palm, They stared at it, for the

door closed withofit a

he sald,

t too surprised for comment.
Rawson broke it open; there was
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one empty chamber.
“Can we get into some room
where there's more privacy than
this place?” he said. I want some
more talk with you, Mr. Bassett.”
Bassett directed them to the li-
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